§208.835

(1) Your debarment is based upon a
conviction or civil judgment;

(2) Your presentation in opposition
contains only general denials to infor-
mation contained in the Notice of Pro-
posed Debarment; or

(3) The issues raised in your presen-
tation in opposition to the proposed de-
barment are not factual in nature, or
are not material to the debarring offi-
cial’s decision whether to debar.

(b) You will have an additional op-
portunity to challenge the facts if the
debarring official determines that—

(1) The conditions in paragraph (a) of
this section do not exist; and

(2) Your presentation in opposition
raises a genuine dispute over facts ma-
terial to the proposed debarment.

(c) If you have an opportunity to
challenge disputed material facts
under this section, the debarring offi-
cial or designee must conduct addi-
tional proceedings to resolve those
facts.

§208.835 Are debarment proceedings
formal?

(a) Debarment proceedings are con-
ducted in a fair and informal manner.
The debarring official may use flexible
procedures to allow you as a respond-
ent to present matters in opposition. In
so doing, the debarring official is not
required to follow formal rules of evi-
dence or procedure in creating an offi-
cial record upon which the official will
base the decision whether to debar.

(b) You or your representative must
submit any documentary evidence you
want the debarring official to consider.

§208.840 How is
ducted?

(a) If fact-finding is conducted—

(1) You may present witnesses and
other evidence, and confront any wit-
ness presented; and

(2) The fact-finder must prepare writ-
ten findings of fact for the record.

(b) A transcribed record of fact-find-
ing proceedings must be made, unless
you as a respondent and the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development
agree to waive it in advance. If you
want a copy of the transcribed record,
you may purchase it.

fact-finding con-
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§208.845 What does the debarring offi-
cial consider in deciding whether to
debar me?

(a) The debarring official may debar
you for any of the causes in §208.800.
However, the official need not debar
you even if a cause for debarment ex-
ists. The official may consider the seri-
ousness of your acts or omissions and
the mitigating or aggravating factors
set forth at §208.860.

(b) The debarring official bases the
decision on all information contained
in the official record. The record in-
cludes—

(1) All information in support of the
debarring official’s proposed debar-
ment;

(2) Any further information and argu-
ment presented in support of, or in op-
position to, the proposed debarment;
and

(3) Any transcribed record of fact-
finding proceedings.

(c) The debarring official may refer
disputed material facts to another offi-
cial for findings of fact. The debarring
official may reject any resultant find-
ings, in whole or in part, only after
specifically determining them to be ar-
bitrary, capricious, or clearly erro-
neous.

§208.850 What is the standard of proof
in a debarment action?

(a) In any debarment action, we must
establish the cause for debarment by a
preponderance of the evidence.

(b) If the proposed debarment is
based upon a conviction or civil judg-
ment, the standard of proof is met.

§208.855 Who has the burden of proof
in a debarment action?

(a) We have the burden to prove that
a cause for debarment exists.

(b) Once a cause for debarment is es-
tablished, you as a respondent have the
burden of demonstrating to the satis-
faction of the debarring official that
you are presently responsible and that
debarment is not necessary.

§208.860 What factors may influence
the debarring official’s decision?
This section lists the mitigating and
aggravating factors that the debarring
official may consider in determining
whether to debar you and the length of
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